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whom he received the title of Nek Alum Khan, and itSetther
acknowledged Ubhye Singh nor admitted the pretensions" of
the Mahrattas
In A d 1732, Ubhye Singh's officer recovered the fort of
Baioda The cause ot Peelajee Guikowar was, however,
popular He took the field, gamed several victories, and occu-
pied many of the principal fortified places The Rathor chief
at last determined upon despatching him, and, on pretence of
arranging a final agieement, sent emissaries to him with that
intention These persons met Peelajee at Dakor, a village m
the district of Tasra, celebrated for its shrme of Shree Runchoi
They had frequent interviews with him, to disarm suspicion
At length having sat one evening until dusk, they took leave,
and quitted the Guikowar's tent One of the number, on
pretence of having omitted some communication of importance,
returned, and, affecting to whisper in Peelajee's ear, stabbed
him to the heart with a dagger
The assassination of Peelajee Guikowar failed, however, to
secure the advantages expected by Ubhye Singh The Koolees
and Bheels instigated by the Desaee of Padura, near Baroda,
who had lived in friendship with Peelajee, rose all over the
country, Mahadajee Guikowar, the brother of Peelajee,
advanced fiom Jumbooseer, and re-took Baroda, which has
ever since remained in the hands of the Guikowar family, and
Damajee, the eldest son of the murdered chief, advanced with
a large force from Songurh,1 occupied many of the principal
districts in the east of Goozerat, and pushing his incursions as
far as Jodhpoor, compelled Ubhye Singh to resign Ahmedabad
to a deputy that he might return homewards for the protection
of liis hereditary dominions
Damajee Guikowar now established himself m Goozerat, and,
two years afterwards, compelled his father's rival, Kuntajee
Kuddum Bhanday, to quit the province Kuntajee, however,
the nest year, a d 1735, persuaded Holkar to join him m an
1 [Songarh was an old Bhil stronghold, on the western skirts of the
Dang forest, 21° 10 N, 73° 36' E, and between forty and fifty miles
from Surat It was seized by Pilaji in 1719, and became the head
quarters of his marauding forces until Damaji moved to Pattaai m 1766
It has been well called the oradle of the Gaikwar family on Gujarat ]

